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Pope Francis touches the casket of Pope Benedict XVI at the conclusion of his funeral Mass in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican Jan. 5. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Bishop Monforton celebrates Pope Benedict XVI’s life at memorial Mass
By Matthew A. DiCenzo

Staff writer
	 STEUBENVILLE	—	Steubenville	Bishop	 Jeffrey	M.	
Monforton	celebrated	a	memorial	Mass	for	Pope	Benedict	
XVI	at	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	Jan.	5.
	 Diocese	of	Steubenville	clergy	and	parishioners	joined	
the	bishop	in	remembering	the	life	of	the	retired	pope,	who	
died	Dec.	31	at	the	age	of	95.
	 In	his	homily,	Bishop	Monforton	reflected	on	the	influ-
ence	of	Pope	Benedict.
	 The	bishop	acknowledged	how	the	memorial	Mass	was	
“in	union	with	the	entire	universal	church,”	and	how	ap-
propriate	it	was	to	“celebrate	this	memorial	service	on	the	
very	same	day	as	Pope	Benedict	XVI’s	funeral	by	Pope	
Francis.”
	 Bishop	Monforton	 said,	 “‘Follow	me’;	 ‘follow	me.’	
Those	words	resonated	right	away	with	me	in	my	prepara-
tion	for	today	because	they	also	resonate	in	my	experience	
of	Pope	Benedict	himself.”	
	 The	bishop	recounted	the	first	time	he	met	Pope	Benedict	
in	1987.	At	the	time,	the	late	pope	was	Cardinal	Joseph	
Ratzinger	and	Bishop	Monforton	was	a	 seminarian.	He	
said	he	and	his	“fellow	seminarians	were	in	Rome	to	sing	
for	John	Paul	the	Great.”	They	saw	him	in	a	black	cassock	
with	a	red	zucchetto	walking	across	St.	Peter	Square	and	
went	to	say	hello	to	the	cardinal.	Bishop	Monforton	said,	
“He	was	so	unassuming,	so	humble.”	He	said	his	English	
was	“perfect”	and	“crisp.”	The	bishop	said	he	was	“most	
gracious	 taking	 pictures,	 answering	 questions,	 and	we	
knew	who	he	was	right	away.	He	was	on	his	way	to	the	
holy	offices.”	
	 He	also	told	the	story	of	when	he	met	Pope	Benedict	
in	2012	at	the	end	of	“baby	bishop	school.”	The	bishop	
said,	“He	was	very	humble	and	accommodating.	And,	as	
I’ve	told	many	of	you,	when	I	had	a	chance	to	greet	him	
one-on-one,	I	thanked	him	for	appointing	me	the	bishop	
of	Steubenville,	God	bless	him	for	all	his	work,	and	he	
goes,	‘Steubenville,	you	have	the	university.’	So	certainly,	
Franciscan	University	had	not	fallen	off	his	radar	screen	
and	rightfully	so.”

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton delivers his homily during a memorial Mass for 
Pope Benedict XVI at Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, Jan. 5. (Photo by DiCenzo)

	 Bishop	Monforton	continued:	“But,	the	experience	that	
really	comes	out	–	the	‘follow	me’	moment	–	was	actually	
the	nine	days	of	mourning	after	the	funeral	of	John	Paul	
II.”	

	 He	said	“nine	cardinals	got	a	chance	to	provide	a	hom-
ily”	during	each	one	of	those	days,	and	he	remembered	the	
homily	Cardinal	Ratzinger	delivered.	Bishop	Monforton	
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At funeral, pope remembers Benedict’s ‘wisdom, tenderness, devotion’
By Carol Glatz

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN	CITY	—	Pope	Benedict	XVI	“spread	and	
testified	to”	the	Gospel	his	entire	life,	Pope	Francis	told	
tens	of	thousands	of	people	gathered	Jan.	5	for	his	prede-
cessor’s	funeral	Mass.
	 “Like	the	women	at	the	tomb,	we	too	have	come	with	
the	fragrance	of	gratitude	and	the	balm	of	hope,	in	order	
to	show	him	once	more	the	love	that	is	undying.	We	want	
to	do	this	with	the	same	wisdom,	tenderness	and	devotion	
that	he	bestowed	upon	us	over	the	years,”	Pope	Francis	
said	in	his	homily.
	 The	Mass	in	St.	Peter’s	Square	was	the	first	time	in	more	
than	200	years	 that	a	pope	celebrated	the	funeral	of	his	
predecessor.	Pope	Pius	VII	had	celebrated	the	funeral	of	
Pius	VI	in	1802	when	his	remains	were	returned	to	Rome	
after	he	died	in	exile	in	France	in	1799.
	 Pope	Benedict,	who	had	retired	in	2013,	had	requested	
his	funeral	be	simple;	the	only	heads	of	state	invited	to	lead	
delegations	were	those	of	Italy	and	his	native	Germany.
	 However,	many	dignitaries	–	including	Queen	Sofia	of	
Spain	and	King	Philippe	of	Belgium	–	and	presidents	and	
government	ministers	representing	more	than	a	dozen	na-
tions	were	in	attendance,	as	were	most	of	the	ambassadors	
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described	it	as	an	“a-ha	moment”	for	him	
because	 it	was	 on	 Jesus’	words,	 “follow	
me,”	which	he	“consistently”	reiterated	in	
his	homily.	As	the	bishop	noted,	“probably	
about	a	week	later,	we	were	following	him	
as	Pope	Benedict	XVI.	That’s	 how	God	
works.	But	what	defined	that	‘follow	me’	
was	 his	 courageous	 humility.”	 Bishop	
Monforton	 added,	 “There’s	 nothing	 in	
Pope	Benedict’s	life	that	was	about	him.	
He	was	there	to	serve	the	Lord.”	
	 Bishop	Monforton	spoke	of	the	courage	
Pope	Benedict	showed,	including	his	time	
as	the	prefect	of	the	Congregation	for	the	
Doctrine	of	 the	Faith,	 “which	was	prob-
ably	one	of	the	most	difficult	positions	to	
hold	in	the	Vatican.	You’re	going	to	be	a	
target	 every	 day.	 Someone	 is	 not	 going	
to	like	you.	You	have	to	make	the	tough	
decisions.”	
	 He	 referenced	 the	Apostles	 and	 “fol-
low	me,”	and	how	they	began	a	journey	
they	never	imagined	by	following	Jesus,	
especially	with	 his	 passion,	 death	 and	
resurrection.	The	 bishop	 said	 it	was	 the	
“glory	to	serve	the	Lord	even	in	the	midst	
of	bearing	 their	crosses,”	adding:	“Pope	

Bishop Monforton celebrates Pope Benedict
From Page 1

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates a memorial Mass for 
Pope Benedict XVI at Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, Jan. 5. Pictured with 
the bishop are, from left, Father Nicholas V. Ginnetti, Deacon Ben Gessler, 
Father Thomas A. Magary, Father Michael W. Gossett and Father Matthew 
W. J. Gossett. (Photo by DiCenzo)

Benedict	lived	that.	He	never	complained	
about	it.	He	pointed	out	at	the	end	it	was	
all	about	who	is	the	way,	who	is	the	truth	

and	 that’s	 Jesus	Christ.	He’s	 the	 life!”	
Bishop	Monforton	explained	“it	took	utter	
humility”	for	Pope	Benedict	“to	exercise,	

not	 just	 as	 prefect,”	 but	 also	 “to	 follow	
John	Paul	 the	Great,	 and	 he	 did	 it	with	
such	dignity.”
	 The	bishop	 explained:	 “He	never	 said	
‘I’m	not	John	Paul	II’	because,	of	course,	
that	 was	 pretty	 obvious,	 but	 his	 work	
continued.	Certainly,	 in	 the	 publications	
of	‘Jesus	of	Nazareth,’	as	I	have	said	be-
fore,	no	theological	libraries	are	complete	
without	those	three	books.”
	 Bishop	Monforton	 expressed,	 “We’re	
called	to	holiness	just	like	the	late	pontiff	
exercised	courageous	humility.	Jesus	never	
promised	 it	was	 going	 to	 be	 easy	 to	 the	
Apostles.	When	he	said,	‘follow	me,’	they	
had	no	idea	what	they	were	going	to	get	
themselves	into	and	it	was	going	to	be	into	
the	kingdom	of	heaven	itself.”
	 He	concluded:	“This	memorial	of	Pope	
Benedict	XVI	is	a	call	for	us	to	remember	
Jesus	 each	 and	 every	 day	 invites	 us	 to	
follow	him.	He	is	the	way;	he	is	the	truth;	
and	he	is	the	life.	As	we	reflect	on	the	life	
of	Pope	Benedict	XVI,	may	we	not	forget	
that	each	and	every	day	he	had	to	exercise	
extraordinary,	 extraordinary	 courageous	
humility	 to	 be	 that	 good	 and	 faithful	
servant.	‘Follow	me.’	Amen.”

to	the	Holy	See.
	 Members	 of	 the	College	 of	Cardinals	
sat	on	one	side	of	the	casket,	while,	on	the	
other	 side,	 sat	 special	 guests,	 including	
the	 late	 pope’s	 closest	 collaborators	 and	
representatives	of	the	Orthodox,	Oriental	
Orthodox,	Anglican,	Protestant	 and	U.S.	
evangelical	communities.	Jewish	and	Mus-
lim	organizations	also	sent	delegations.
	 Pope	 Francis	 presided	 over	 the	Mass	
and	Cardinal	Giovanni	Battista	Re,	dean	
of	the	College	of	Cardinals,	was	the	main	
celebrant	at	the	altar.	Some	120	cardinals,	
another	400	bishops	and	3,700	priests	con-
celebrated.	The	vestments	and	stoles	were	
red	in	keeping	with	the	color	of	mourning	
for	deceased	popes.
	 Hong	Kong	Cardinal	 Joseph	Zen	Ze-
kiun,	who	turned	91	Jan.	13,	was	allowed	
to	leave	China	to	attend	the	funeral	of	Pope	
Benedict,	who	had	made	him	a	cardinal	in	
2006.	The	retired	cardinal	was	arrested	in	
May	and	fined	in	November	together	with	
five	others	on	charges	of	failing	to	properly	
register	a	now-defunct	fund	to	help	anti-
government	protesters.
	 More	than	1,000	journalists,	photogra-
phers	and	camera	operators	from	around	
the	world	were	 accredited	 to	 cover	 the	
funeral	in	St.	Peter’s	Square.
	 An	 estimated	 50,000	people	filled	 the	
square	 for	 the	Mass,	 and	 a	 number	 of	
visitors	 told	Catholic	News	Service	 that	
banners	and	flags	were	being	confiscated	
by	security	upon	entrance.	Of	the	few	flags	
and	banners	that	did	make	it	past	security	
was	 a	white	 cloth	with	 “Santo	 Subito”	
(“Sainthood	Now”)	written	 in	 red	 and	 a	
“Thank	 you,	 Pope	Benedict”	written	 in	
light	blue	in	German.
	 Just	 as	 Pope	Benedict	 dedicated	 his	
pontificate	to	directing	the	faithful’s	focus	
to	the	person	of	Christ,	Pope	Francis	dedi-
cated	his	homily	to	Christ’s	loving	devo-
tion	and	suffering	witness	as	the	“invitation	
and	 the	 program	 of	 life	 that	 he	 quietly	
inspires	in	us,”	rather	than	on	a	summary	

At funeral, pope remembers Benedict
From Page 1 of	his	predecessor’s	life.

	 Pope	Francis	 spoke	of	 Jesus’	 grateful,	
prayerful	and	sustained	devotion	to	God’s	
will	 and	 how	 Jesus’	 final	words	 on	 the	
cross,	“Father,	into	your	hands	I	commend	
my	spirit,”	summed	up	his	entire	life,	“a	
ceaseless	self-entrustment	 into	 the	hands	
of	his	Father.”
	 “His	were	 hands	 of	 forgiveness	 and	
compassion,	healing	and	mercy,	anointing	
and	blessing,	which	led	him	also	to	entrust	
himself	into	the	hands	of	his	brothers	and	
sisters,”	he	said.
	 “Father	into	your	hands	I	commend	my	
spirit,”	the	pope	said,	is	the	plan	for	life	that	
Jesus	quietly	invites	and	inspires	people	to	
follow.
	 However,	 he	 said,	 the	 path	 requires	
sustained	 and	 prayerful	 devotion	 that	 is	
“silently	 shaped	 and	 refined	 amid	 the	
challenges	and	resistance	that	every	pas-
tor	must	face	in	trusting	obedience	to	the	
Lord’s	command	to	feed	his	flock.”
	 “Like	the	Master,	a	shepherd	bears	the	
burden	 of	 interceding	 and	 the	 strain	 of	
anointing	 his	 people,	 especially	 in	 situ-
ations	where	 goodness	must	 struggle	 to	
prevail	and	the	dignity	of	our	brothers	and	
sisters	is	threatened,”	said	the	pope.
	 “The	Lord	 quietly	 bestows	 the	 spirit	
of	meekness	 that	 is	 ready	 to	understand,	
accept,	 hope	 and	 risk,	 notwithstanding	
any	misunderstandings	 that	might	 result.	
It	 is	 the	source	of	an	unseen	and	elusive	
fruitfulness,	born	of	his	knowing	the	One	
in	whom	he	has	placed	his	trust,”	he	said.
	 “Feeding	means	loving,	and	loving	also	
means	being	ready	to	suffer.	Loving	means	
giving	 the	 sheep	what	 is	 truly	good,	 the	
nourishment	of	God’s	truth,	of	God’s	word,	
the	 nourishment	 of	 his	 presence,”	 Pope	
Francis	 said,	 quoting	 his	 predecessor’s	
homily	marking	the	start	of	his	pontificate	
April	24,	2005.
	 “Holding	 fast	 to	 the	Lord’s	 last	words	
and	 to	 the	witness	 of	 his	 entire	 life,	we	
too,	 as	 an	 ecclesial	 community,	want	 to	
follow	 in	his	 steps	 and	 to	 commend	our	

brother	 into	 the	hands	of	 the	Father,”	he	
said	of	Pope	Benedict.	“May	those	merci-
ful	hands	find	his	lamp	alight	with	the	oil	
of	the	Gospel	that	he	spread	and	testified	
to	for	his	entire	life.”
	 “God’s	 faithful	 people,	 gathered	here,	
now	accompany	and	entrust	to	him	the	life	
of	the	one	who	was	their	pastor,”	the	pope	
said.	“Together,	we	want	 to	say,	 ‘Father,	
into	your	hands	we	commend	his	spirit.’”
	 “Benedict,	faithful	friend	of	the	Bride-
groom,	may	your	joy	be	complete	as	you	
hear	his	voice,	now	and	forever!”	he	con-
cluded,	as	the	crowd	prayed	in	silence.
	 Among	 the	 people	 in	 the	 crowd	was	
Georg	Bruckmaier	who	traveled	nearly	10	
hours	by	car	to	come	to	the	funeral	from	his	
home	in	Bavaria,	not	far	away	from	where	
the	late	pope	was	born.
	 Wearing	a	Bavarian	flag	around	his	back,	
he	told	CNS,	“There	are	a	lot	of	Bavarians	
here	today,	I’ve	seen	people	I	know	from	
the	university.	I	wanted	to	be	here	for	the	
atmosphere.”
	 “People	felt	very	close	to	him,	because	
he	is	a	Bavarian,	so	this	is	a	really	big	event	
to	be	here,”	Bruckmaier	said,	adding	that	
being	able	to	pay	his	last	respects	before	the	
pope’s	remains	in	St.	Peter’s	Basilica,	“is	a	
different	thing	than	seeing	it	on	television.	
It’s	something	I	won’t	forget	in	my	whole	
life.”
	 Fiona-Louise	Devlin	told	CNS	she	and	
her	companions	were	wearing	scarves	from	

the	late	pope’s	visit	to	Scotland	in	2010.	
She	said	they	traveled	to	Rome	from	Scot-
land	specifically	for	the	funeral,	booking	
their	flight	the	day	the	pope	passed	away.
	 “He’s	the	pope	of	our	generation.	Like,	
how	so	many	people	say	that	John	Paul	II	
was	their	pope,	he	was	mine.	I’ve	traveled	
around	the	world	to	go	to	celebrations	that	
he’s	been	a	part	of,	so	I	wanted	to	be	here	
for	this,”	she	said.
	 As	the	day	began,	the	thick	morning	fog	
obscuring	the	cupola	slowly	began	to	lift	
as	12	 laymen	emerged	 from	 the	basilica	
carrying	the	pope’s	casket.	The	crowd	ap-
plauded	as	the	cypress	casket	was	brought	
into	the	square	and	placed	before	the	altar.
	 The	pope’s	master	of	liturgical	ceremo-
nies,	Msgr.	Diego	Giovanni	Ravelli,	and	
Archbishop	Georg	Gänswein,	 the	 late	
pope’s	longtime	personal	secretary,	togeth-
er	placed	an	opened	Book	of	the	Gospels	
on	the	casket.	The	simple	casket	was	deco-
rated	with	his	coat	of	arms	as	archbishop	
of	Munich	and	Freising,	Germany,	which	
depicts	a	shell,	a	Moor	and	a	bear	loaded	
with	a	pack	on	his	back.
	 The	Bible	 readings	 at	 the	Mass	were	
in	Spanish,	English	 and	 Italian,	 and	 the	
prayers	 of	 the	 faithful	 at	 the	Mass	were	
recited	in	German,	French,	Arabic,	Portu-
guese	and	Italian.
	 The	prayers	included	petitions	for	“Pope	
Emeritus	Benedict,	who	has	fallen	asleep	
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in	the	Lord:	may	the	eternal	Shepherd	receive	him	into	his	
kingdom	of	light	and	peace,”	followed	by	a	prayer	“for	our	
Holy	Father,	Pope	Francis,	and	for	all	the	pastors	of	the	
church:	may	they	proclaim	fearlessly,	in	word	and	deed,	
Christ’s	victory	over	evil	and	death.”
	 The	other	prayers	were	for	justice	and	peace	in	the	world,	
for	those	suffering	from	poverty	and	other	forms	of	need,	
and	for	those	gathered	at	the	funeral.
	 At	the	pope’s	funeral,	like	any	Catholic	funeral,	Com-
munion	was	followed	by	the	“final	commendation	and	fare-
well,”	asking	that	“Pope	Emeritus	Benedict”	be	delivered	
from	death	and	“may	sing	God’s	praises	in	the	heavenly	
Jerusalem.”
	 Pope	Francis	prayed	that	God	have	mercy	on	his	prede-
cessor,	who	was	“a	fearless	preacher	of	your	word	and	a	
faithful	minister	of	the	divine	mysteries.”
	 While	 the	funeral	was	based	on	the	model	of	a	papal	
funeral,	two	key	elements	normally	part	of	a	papal	funeral	
following	the	farewell	prayer	were	missing:	there	were	no	
prayers	offered	by	representatives	of	the	Diocese	of	Rome	
and	of	the	Eastern	Catholic	churches,	since	those	prayers	
are	specific	to	the	death	of	a	reigning	pope,	who	is	bishop	
of	 the	Diocese	of	Rome	and	 is	 in	 communion	with	 the	
leaders	of	the	Eastern-rite	churches.
	 A	bell	tolled	solemnly	and	the	assembly	applauded	
for	several	minutes	–	with	some	chanting	“Benedetto”	
–	as	the	pallbearers	carried	the	casket	toward	St.	Peter’s	
Basilica.
	 Pope	Francis	blessed	the	casket	and	laid	his	right	hand	
on	it	in	prayer,	then	bowed	slightly	in	reverence	before	it	
was	taken	inside	for	a	private	burial	 in	the	grotto	of	St.	
Peter’s	Basilica,	in	the	same	tomb	that	held	the	remains	
of	St.	Pope	John	Paul	II	before	his	beatification.
	 The	evening	before	the	funeral	Mass	a	small	assembly	of	
cardinals,	officials	of	St.	Peter’s	Basilica	and	members	of	
the	late	pope’s	household	gathered	in	St.	Peter’s	Basilica	to	
witness	Pope	Benedict’s	body	being	placed	into	a	cypress	
casket	and	closed.	The	ceremony	took	place	Jan.	4	after	

From Page 2 about	195,000	people	had	paid	their	respects	to	the	pope	
over	three	days	of	public	viewing.
	 The	 “rogito,”	 a	 document	 rolled	 up	 and	 placed	 in	 a	
tube,	was	placed	in	the	casket	with	the	body.	In	addition	
to	containing	his	biography,	the	legal	document,	written	
in	Latin,	also	attested	to	his	death	and	burial.	Medals	and	
coins	minted	during	his	pontificate	also	were	placed	in	the	
casket.
	 Archbishop	Gänswein	 and	Msgr.	Ravelli	 extended	 a	
white	silk	cloth	over	the	deceased	pope’s	face.	The	pope	
was	wearing	a	miter	and	the	chasuble	he	wore	for	Mass	at	
World	Youth	Day	in	Sydney	in	2008;	between	his	clasped	
hands	were	a	rosary	and	small	crucifix.
	 After	the	funeral	Mass,	the	pope’s	casket	was	taken	to	
the	chapel	in	the	crypt	of	St.	Peter’s	Basilica	where	he	was	
to	be	buried.
	 Although	 the	 burial	was	 private,	 images	 supplied	by	
Vatican	Media	showed	Cardinal	Re	leading	prayers	and	
blessing	the	remains	during	the	burial	rite	attended	by	a	
small	number	of	senior	cardinals,	the	retired	pope’s	closest	
aides	and	others.
	 The	cypress	casket	was	wrapped	with	red	ribbon,	which	
was	affixed	to	the	wood	with	red	wax	seals,	then	placed	
inside	a	zinc	casket	soldered	shut	and	put	inside	a	larger	
casket	made	of	oak.	The	tops	of	both	the	zinc	and	oak	cas-
kets	were	decorated	with	a	simple	cross,	a	bronze	plaque	
with	the	pope’s	name	and	dates	of	birth,	papacy	and	death,	
and	his	papal	coat	of	arms.
	 His	tomb	is	located	between	the	only	two	women	buried	
in	the	grotto	under	the	basilica:	the	15th-century	Queen	
Charlotte	of	Cyprus	and	the	17th-century	Queen	Christina	
of	Sweden.
	 The	burial	ceremony	ended	before	1	p.m.	but	Matteo	
Bruni,	director	of	the	Vatican	press	office,	said	the	crypt	
opened	to	the	public	Jan.	8.
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Pope Francis presides over the funeral Mass of Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican 
Jan. 5. (CNS photo/Chris Warde-Jones)

January
21						Eucharistic	Revival	Mass,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	
										the	Assumption,	Marietta,	5:30	p.m.
22						Mass,	Our	Lady	of	Mercy	Church,	Lowell,	
										9:30	a.m.
23						Mass,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption,	
										Marietta,	7:45	a.m.
24						Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
25						Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
										Finance	Council	meeting,	9:30	a.m.
										North	American	Continental	virtual	assembly,	
										3	p.m.
26						“Misa	con	Hermanas,”	Mass	with	Daughters	of	
										Holy	Mary	of	the	Heart	of	Jesus,	at	Our	Lady	of	
										the	Sacred	Heart	Oratory,	Lovers	Lane,	
										Steubenville,	9	a.m.
28						Eucharistic	Revival	Mass	and	Catholic	Schools
										Week,	St.	Lawrence	O’Toole	Church,	Ironton,
										5:15	p.m.
29						Mass,	St.	Ann	Church,	Chesapeake,	9:30	a.m.
										Mass,	St.	Mary	Mission,	Pine	Grove,	4	p.m.
30						Visit	St.	Lawrence	Central	School,	Ironton,	8	a.m.
										Mass,	St.	Joseph	Church,	Ironton,	11	a.m.
										Lunch,	St.	Joseph	Central	High	School,	Ironton,	
          noon
										Visit	St.	Joseph	Central	High	School,	Ironton,	
										12:30	p.m.
31						Mass,	St.	John	the	Baptist	Church,	Churchtown,	
										8:30	a.m.
										Visit	St.	John	Central	School,	Churchtown,	
										9:30	a.m.
										Mass,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption,
										Marietta,	12:05	p.m.
										Visit	St.	Mary	School,	Marietta,	1	p.m.

February
1								Mass,	St.	Sylvester	Church,	Woodsfield,	8:30	a.m.
										Visit	St.	Sylvester	Central	School,	Woodsfield,	
										9:15	a.m.
										Lunch,	St.	Benedict	School,	Cambridge,	noon
										Visit	St.	Benedict	School,	Cambridge,	
										12:15	p.m.
										Mass,	St.	Benedict	Church,	Cambridge,	
										1:30	p.m.
2								Mass,	St.	Mary	Church,	Martins	Ferry,	8:30	a.m.
										Visit	St.	Mary	Central	School,	Martins	Ferry,	
										9:30	a.m.
										Mass,	St.	Mary	Church,	St.	Clairsville,	noon
										Visit	St.	Mary	Central	School,	St.	Clairsville,	
										1	p.m.
3											Visit	Catholic	Central	High	School	and	Bishop	John	
										King	Mussio	Central	Junior	High	School,	
										Steubenville,	8	a.m.
										All	School	Mass,	Berkman	Theater,	Lanman	Hall,
										Catholic	Central	High	School,	Steubenville,	
										9:30	a.m.
										Continue	visits	at	Catholic	Central	High	School
										and	Bishop	John	King	Mussio	Central	Junior
										High	School,	Steubenville,	10:30	a.m.
													Lunch,	Catholic	Central	High	School,	Steubenville,
										11:15	a.m.
												Visit	Bishop	John	King	Mussio	Central	Elementary
										School,	Steubenville,	11:45	a.m.
4								Eucharistic	Revival	Mass,	Holy	Family	Church,
										Steubenville,	4	p.m.
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Welcome to the Light of the East
  St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church 

207	Standard	St.,	Mingo	Junction	
Sunday	Divine	Liturgy	–	11	a.m.	

St Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church
	814	N.	5th	St.,	Toronto

		Sunday	Vigil	Divine	Liturgy	–	Saturday,	5	p.m.	
weekdays/holidays	–	as	announced	at	both	churches

Rev. Father John Kapitan Jr, O.F.M. – revfrjohnjr@aol.com

Franciscan students, staff and faculty are attending the March for Life
	 STEUBENVILLE	—	 Third	 Order	
Regular	Franciscan	Father	Dave	Pivonka,	
president	 of	 Franciscan	University	 of	
Steubenville,	 and	 hundreds	 of	 students,	
alumni,	faculty	and	staff	are	attending	the	
annual	national	March	for	Life	Jan.	20,	in	
Washington,	D.C.
	 Events	began	on	campus	Jan.	19,	with	a	
March	for	Life	Holy	Hour.	Later	that	night,	
more	than	450	students	boarded	eight	buses	
for	the	nation’s	capital	and	arrived	in	time	
for	the	8	a.m.	closing	Mass	of	the	National	
Prayer	Vigil	for	Life	at	the	Basilica	of	the	
National	Shrine	of	 the	 Immaculate	Con-
ception.
	 Under	the	theme	Next	Steps:	Marching	
Into	 a	Post-Roe	America,	 the	March	 for	
Life	began	with	a	noon	rally	on	the	National	
Mall.	It	then	proceeded	along	Constitution	
Avenue	and,	 for	 the	first	 time,	end	at	 the	
U.S.	Capitol,	not	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court.

Franciscan University of Steubenville’s Students for Life attend the March 
for Life Rally in Washington, D.C., January 2022. (Photo by Franciscan University)

	 The	 change	 in	 destination	 signifies	
a	 strategic	 shift	 in	 the	March	 for	Life’s	

mission	to	build	a	culture	of	life	in	America.	
Last	June,	 the	Dobbs	v.	Jackson	Women’s	

Health	Organization	Supreme	Court	 ruling	
overturned	the	1973	Roe	v.	Wade	decision	
that	 effectively	 legalized	 abortion	 in	 the	
United	States.	As	this	year’s	theme	suggests,	
March	for	Life	organizers	plan	to	celebrate,	
give	thanks,	and	lay	out	a	new	state-focused	
strategy.
	 “Our	presence	at	the	March	for	Life	this	
year	 is	more	 important	 than	 ever,”	 said	
Hollieann	Geike,	president	of	Franciscan	
University’s	Students	for	Life	club.	“The	
overturning	of	Roe	was	just	the	start	of	the	
fight	for	life,	not	the	end.
		 “Now	that	Roe	is	overturned,	it	opens	
the	 doors	 for	 so	 much	more,”	 Geike	
added.		
	 “We	march	for	abortion	to	not	only	be	
unattainable,	but	also	unthinkable.	I	hope	
the	March	for	Life	will	not	end	when	abor-
tion	is	abolished,	but	when	there	is	respect	
and	equality	for	all	human	life.”

	 WASHINGTON	—	The	 chairman	 of	
the	U.S.	Conference	of	Catholic	Bishops’	
Committee	 on	 Pro-Life	Activities	was	
critical	 of	 recent	 action	 taken	 by	 the	
U.S.	 Food	 and	 Drug	Administration	
concerning	 the	 abortion	 pill.	The	 FDA	
announced	Jan.	3	the	loosening	of	safety	
requirements	to	allow	retail	pharmacies,	
through	 a	 simple	 certification	 process,	
to	distribute	the	chemical	abortion	drug,	
mifepristone	(previously	known	as	RU-

US Bishops’ pro-life chairman denounces FDA action on abortion pill
486),	by	prescription.	
	 Bishop	Michael	F.	Burbidge	of	Arling-
ton,	said,	“The	Catholic	Church	is	consis-
tent	in	its	teaching	on	upholding	the	dignity	
of	all	life,	and	that	must	include	care	for	
both	women	and	their	children.	We	decry	
the	continuing	push	for	the	destruction	of	
innocent	 human	 lives	 and	 the	 loosening	
of	 vital	 safety	 standards	 for	 vulnerable	
women.	This	action	by	the	FDA	not	only	
advances	the	obvious	tragedy	of	taking	the	

lives	of	the	preborn,	but	is	also	harmful	to	
women	in	need.
		 “The	 rate	 of	 serious	 complications	
after	 chemical	 abortion	 is	 considerably	
higher than	 after	 surgical	 abortion.”	
Bishop	 Burbidge	 added,	 “Overturning	
the	 safety	 protocols	 around	 abortion-
causing	drugs	 to	effectively	make	 them	
available	 on	 demand	 at	 pharmacies,	
requiring	no	in-person	medical	supervi-
sion,	facilitates	the	isolation	of	critically	

vulnerable	pregnant	women,	and	invites	
more	risk,	pain,	and	trauma.	It	may	also	
result	in	new	violations	of	conscience	for	
pharmacy	workers	who	cannot	dispense	
such	drugs.	The	FDA	should	protect	the	
life	and	health	of	both	mothers	and	chil-
dren,	not	 loosen	safety	standards	under	
industry	 or	 political	 pressures.	We	 call	
on	the	Administration	to	correct	its	policy	
priorities	and	stand	with	mothers	in	need.	
They	deserve	better.”

	 ST.	LOUIS,	Mo.	 (CNA)	—	SEEK,	 a	
Catholic	 conference	 for	 students,	 adults	
and	 clergy	 sponsored	 by	 the	Fellowship	
of	Catholic	University	Students	(FOCUS),	
took	place	 Jan.	 2-6	 at	America’s	Center	
Convention	Complex	 in	 downtown	 St.	
Louis,	Missouri.
	 Speakers	at	the	event	included	Michael	
and	Alicia	 Hernon.	 The	 Hernons	 are	
parishioners	of	Holy	Family	Parish,	Steu-
benville,	and	the	founders	of	The	Messy	
Family	Project,	 a	 podcast	 “dedicated	 to	
simply	 discussing	 issues	 affecting	 fami-
lies,”	according	to	their	Facebook	page.
	 Michael	Hernon	said,	“The	greatest	take-
away	for	us	was	that	the	church	is	alive	and	
well.	I	was	brought	to	tears	seeing	17,000	
young	people	at	Mass,	adoration	and	the	
sessions.	There	 is	 so	much	hope	 for	our	
future	with	young	people	like	this.	SEEK	
was	so	encouraging!”
	 Nearly	9,000	of	the	attendees	at	SEEK23	
were	students,	according	to	Catholic	News	
Agency.	Participants	 also	 included	bish-
ops,	priests,	religious	brothers	and	sisters,	
adults	and	families.
	 People	from	the	Diocese	of	Steubenville	
also	attended,	according	to	Michael	Hernon.
	 The	Hernons’	talk	focused	on	parenting	
as	 a	 path	 to	 holiness.	The	 presentation	
“was	for	their	lifelong	missionaries	track,”	
which	 included	married	FOCUS	alumni	
and	 the	 older	 attendees.	They	 said	 they	
spoke	to	more	than	500	people.
	 The	2023	gathering	was	FOCUS’	first	
fully	in-person	national	conference	since	
the	 start	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic.	
FOCUS	 held	 a	 national	 conference	 in	
Indianapolis	 in	 2019	 and	 a	 smaller	 stu-
dent	leadership	summit	in	Phoenix	in	the	
earliest	 days	 of	 2020.	Conferences	 for	
2021	 and	2022	were	 held	 online	 due	 to	
the	pandemic.

Steubenville parishioners speak during SEEK conference in St. Louis

	 In	addition	to	attendees	from	across	the	
United	States,	groups	from	Ireland,	Aus-
tria,	Germany,	Mexico	and	other	countries	
were	also	present	at	SEEK23,	FOCUS	said.
	 SEEK23	 attendees	 participated	 in	
Eucharistic	adoration,	held	in	the	former	
stadium	of	 the	 St.	 Louis	Rams	 football	
team.	More	 than	500	priests	heard	more	
than	3,000	confessions	in	two	hours,	along	
with	thousands	more	throughout	the	event,	
FOCUS	said.	
	 Hector	Molina,	 a	Catholic	 evangelist	
based	in	St.	Louis,	told	CNA	he	hopes	the	
young	people	in	attendance	at	SEEK	will	
allow	their	encounter	with	Jesus	to	change	
the	course	of	their	lives.	
	 Molina	 said,	 “This	 is	my	first	 SEEK	

conference,	and	it	has	impacted	me	greatly.	
It’s	filled	me	with	tremendous	hope.”
	 Brian	Miller,	director	of	evangelization	
and	discipleship	for	the	Archdiocese	of	St.	
Louis,	told	CNA	last	year	that	St.	Louis	was	

originally	chosen	for	SEEK	in	part	because	
it	 is	 centrally	 located	 and	 convention-
friendly,	but	also	because	the	city	is	ripe	
for	 the	 kind	 of	 renewal	 that	 FOCUS	
aims	to	provide.	St.	Louis	is	a	city	with	a	
historically	vibrant	Catholic	presence	that	
earned	it	the	informal	moniker,	“The	Rome	
of	the	West.”	St.	John	Paul	II	visited	the	
city	in	1999,	leaving	a	lasting	impression	
–	especially	on	the	young	–	despite	his	age	
and	fragile	health	at	the	time.	
	 SEEK23	 included	 several	 tributes	 to	
Pope	Benedict	XVI,	 including	 a	memo-
rial	at	the	adoration	chapel	all	week	and	a	
Requiem	Mass	Jan.	5,	celebrated	by	Arch-
bishop	Timothy	Broglio	of	the	Archdiocese	
for	the	Military	Services	and	president	of	
the	U.S.	Conference	of	Catholic	Bishops.
	 Since	 its	 founding	 in	 the	 1990s,	 FO-
CUS	 has	 sent	missionaries	 to	 college	
campuses	 across	 the	United	 States	 and	
abroad	to	share	the	Catholic	faith	primarily	
through	Bible	 studies	 and	 small	 groups,	
practicing	what	it	calls	“The	Little	Way	of	
Evangelization”	–	winning	small	numbers	
of	 people	 to	 the	Catholic	 faith	 at	 a	 time	
through	authentic	friendships	and	forming	
others	to	go	out	and	do	the	same.
	 FOCUS	announced	next	 year’s	SEEK	
conference	will	take	place	Jan.	1-5,	2024,	
in	St.	Louis	at	the	same	venue.

Michael and Alicia Hernon, parishioners of Holy Family Parish, Steuben-
ville, and the founders of The Messy Family Project, are pictured above at 
this year’s SEEK conference in St. Louis. The Hernons spoke during the 
conference. (Photo provided)
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Cardinal o’malley: safeguarding requires experts, survivors, support

Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley of Boston exchanges greetings with Pope Benedict XVI as the pope meets 
for the last time with the College of Cardinals at the Vatican in this Feb. 28, 2013, file photo. Cardinal 
O’Malley spoke with Catholic News Service about his experience dealing with the abuse crises the 
past 40 years, the importance of Pope Benedict’s critical support and what needs to happen next with 
safeguarding. (CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano)

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 ROME — There can be no improvising or going it alone 
when it comes to preventing and handling cases of abuse in 
the Catholic Church, said U.S. Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley 
of Boston, president of the Pontifical Commission for the 
Protection of Minors.
 Everything must be considered with an accusation: 
“the rights of victim, the rights of the accused, the civil 
authorities, the church, the parish, the families” and more, 
the cardinal told Catholic News Service in Rome Jan. 6.
 “No matter how much good will a person has, if you’re 
just doing it on your own, you’re going to end up shoot-
ing yourself in the foot several times,” said the cardinal, 
looking back at his 40 years as a bishop, which spanned 
some of the most devastating years of the fallout of the 
abuse crisis in the United States.
 He began at the Diocese of St. Thomas, which encom-
passes all of the U.S. Virgin Islands, from 1984 to 1992, 
followed by the Diocese of Fall River, Massachusetts, from 
1992 to 2002, ending up at the Archdiocese of Boston in 
2003 after nearly a year leading the Diocese of Palm Beach, 
Florida.
 “When I became a bishop almost 40 years ago, I was 
told, ‘You wear the ring on the right hand, you carry the 
crosier in the left hand’ and you were launched, I mean, 
that was it,” he said.
 Since then, the church has spent decades establishing, 
refining and seeking to clarify and enforce universal norms, 
guidelines and procedures for the proper handling of abuse 
allegations, the care of victims and prevention.
 However, he said, there is still a lot to be done to help 
several bishops’ conferences, particularly in the global 
South, make sure required safeguarding policies are up 
to date and implemented, and that new mandates, such 
as publicly accessible reporting and training centers, are 
working as they should.
 And it is up to the commission with its new mandate “to 
certify the adequacy of prevention policies and procedures 
across the church, focusing on bishops’ conferences and 
those in religious life,” Oblate Father Andrew Small, com-
mission secretary, told CNS Jan. 9, when asked to provide 
further details about the commission’s new work.
 The cardinal said the commission’s members are now 
divided into four regional groups: Europe, Asia-Oceania, 
Africa and the Americas. Father Small said this is “to 
ensure safeguarding practices that are culturally adapted. 
But instead of just presenting a series of requirements as in 
the past, the commission will help build capacity in those 
parts of the world where resources are scarce.”
 For that reason, a series of “Memorare Centers” will 
be set up with the help of the pontifical commission, the 
cardinal said. About $5 million has been pledged from 
donors to fund these centers to help with training and 
capacity-building so that bishops’ conferences and reli-
gious congregations needing assistance can implement the 
church’s safeguarding mandates.
 Father Small explained, “The commission will also be 
hiring ‘regional experts’ based in four regions – Europe, 
Asia-Oceania, Africa and Americas.” The regional advisers 
form a “network of safeguarding professionals who will 
help the local church establish services for victims” as well 
as training for all church personnel.
 “The adequacy of these services will be verified by 
the regional groups and will be reported on in the annual 
report,” which Pope Francis has asked the commission to 
compile, he said.
 Cardinal O’Malley, who has been president of the com-
mission since its establishment in 2014, told CNS that the 
commission also remains active in promoting a “culture 
of safeguarding” within the Roman Curia and for newly-
appointed bishops.

 Each year, new bishops come to Rome for a week of 
meetings with Vatican officials, and the commission re-
minds new bishops of the church’s abuse guidelines and, 
when possible, offers direct testimony from survivors.
 Cardinal O’Malley said he’s had bishops come up to 
him afterward who tell him, “That was the most important 
thing we heard all week,” and that the victim’s testimony 
was something they would “never forget.”
 He said he urges bishops to meet directly with survivors 
and their families, saying it is “such a powerful experience 
and gives you a sense of urgency.”
 “I think that too often people have no suspicion as to 
how much damage has been done to the victim,” and they 
focus too much on the perpetrator.
 He said he tells the new bishops, “If we would have had 
someone talking to us about our responsibility and the dan-
gers of this and the impact this has, and to listen to victims, 
I think the history of the church would be different.”
 The cardinal recalled being sent to Fall River where the 
number of victims and severity of their abuse “was huge.” 
Just one priest, the late James Porter, admitted to sexually 
abusing at least 100 children.
 “My first instincts were: be with the victims and remove 
the predators, and that’s what I did,” he said. “There was 
a lot of push back, I mean, zero tolerance, for a long time 
and even now there are places where they don’t want to 
hear about it.”
 Cardinal O’Malley, who was in Rome for the Jan. 5 
funeral of Pope Benedict XVI, recalled how much the late 
pope supported the early efforts by the U.S. bishops to deal 
with the abuse crisis.
 “We were very grateful that Pope Benedict supported us 

in the United States because there was a lot of opposition to 
what we were trying to accomplish with the Dallas Charter 
and zero tolerance and review boards” in investigating and 
evaluating cases, he said.
 The cardinal said such boards let dioceses get valuable 
input from outside experts and even victims. They can 
advise bishops on the credibility of an accusation, whether 
someone should be removed from ministry and how to 
restore the reputation of someone not found guilty.
 The late pope was also very supportive in removing 
perpetrators from ministry. “He removed about 700 and, 
before his involvement, that was just not done,” the car-
dinal said.
 The late pope also formalized into universal church 
law the possibility to waive or “suspend the statute of 
limitations” for the crime of the sexual abuse of a minor 
by clergy, if necessary, he said.
 No matter when the abuse took place, he said, “the 
church has a responsibility to do something.”
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By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

 note: This article was originally published in the Dec. 
30, 2005, edition of The steubenville Register.

 Continuing his study of St. Paul’s contribution to the 
Theology of the Body, the late Pope John Paul II next takes 
up the notion of “justification.” It is a concept that figured 
prominently in the history of the church, especially at the 
time of the Reformation in the 16th century. In essence, it 
means the way that a person “gets right” with God or saves 
his soul. Justification may be considered synonymous in 
St. Paul’s writings with “redemption.” It obviously lends a 
very personal dimension to our relationship with God. No 
doubt this has contributed in no small measure to the em-
phasis placed by Protestants on a one-to-one relationship 
between the individual and God, and their downplaying of 
the importance of the institutional dimension of the church.
 But Paul himself does not confine the notion of justifica-
tion or redemption to the individual. We recall his famous 
statement: “All creation groans and is in agony even until 
now,” and like us awaits its redemption (see, Romans, 
Chapter 8, Verses 22-23). Man was made the crowning 
glory of visible creation and its 
master (see, Genesis, Chapter 1, 
Verse 28). When he fell into sin, in 
some mysterious way, he dragged 
the rest of visible creation down 
with him. All creation, then, must 
“get right,” be justified before God.
 In the quotation from Galatians (5:20-21) that we quoted 
before, St. Paul offers a catalogue of what he calls “sins of 
the flesh.” We associate that expression with carnal sins, 
i.e., those involving sexuality. Paul, however, includes 
“idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfish-
ness, dissension, party spirit, and envy as sins of the flesh. 
To him, all that is opposed to the “higher nature” of man-
kind is “of the flesh.” To him, that includes all the vices 
associated with the threefold lust that we spoke of before: 
the concupiscence of the flesh, the eyes, and the pride of 
life. The “spirit,” on the other hand, includes all the virtues 
that spring from man’s higher nature and are assisted by 

‘The Theology of the Body’
Life in the Spirit

the Holy Spirit.
 In this regard, Paul is expanding on the words of Our 
Lord to the Pharisees when he warned them: “It is not 
what goes into a man’s mouth that makes him impure; it is 
what comes out of his mouth. ... From the mind stem evil 
designs, murder, adulterous conduct, fornication, stealing, 
false witness, blasphemy. These are the things that make 
a man impure” (Mt 15:11-20). In the words of the pope, 
“All sins are an expression of life according to the flesh, 
which contrasts with life according to the Spirit.” Every 
act of sin or of virtue might be considered an actualization 
of the life of either the flesh or the Spirit. “So then, ... we 
are debtors, not to the flesh to live according to the flesh, 
for if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by 
the spirit, you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live” (Rom 8:12-13).
 St. Paul speaks a great deal about freedom. His classic 
comment is: ‘My brothers, remember that you have been 
called to freedom – but not freedom that gives free rein to 
the flesh. Out of love, place yourselves at one another’s 
service. The whole law has found its fulfillment in this one 
saying, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Gal 
5:13-14).
 PAUl Is sPeAKING here of freedom from the restric-

tions and encumbrances of the 
Mosaic Law. His Epistles show 
an ongoing battle with those 
fellow Jews who, although 
inclined to accept Christianity, 
did so with the understanding 

that Jewish laws and customs were to be continued in 
practice. In effect, Christianity to them was merely an 
extension or a modification of the Judaism that they had 
been practicing all their lives. They are referred to as “Juda-
izers.” To this, Paul says, in effect: “No way! Christianity 
is an entirely new ball game. The Mosaic Law has been 
phased out. It has been replaced by the Christian law of 
charity.” 
 At the same time, Paul points out to his new converts, 
most of whom were originally Jews like himself, that free-
dom from the Mosaic Law does not mean freedom to do 
as one pleases, particularly in the area of sexual morality. 
Sexuality is now to be governed by the law of the Spirit, 

which, in turn, is based on the law of charity. If we love 
God above all, and our neighbor as ourselves, we use and 
live our sexuality according to the Spirit, not according 
to the flesh. We exercise self-control, which amounts to 
letting the Spirit call the shots in our lives, rather than the 
flesh and its instincts.
 Paul continues: “My point is that you should live in 
accordance with the spirit and you will not yield to the 
cravings of the flesh. The flesh lusts against the spirit and 
the spirit against the flesh; the two are directly opposed. ... 
If you are guided by the spirit, you are not under the law 
(i.e., of Moses)” (Gal 5:16-18).
 In traditional moral theology, the virtue of purity or 
chastity, which regulates the sexual appetite, is part of the 
cardinal virtue of temperance. (Cardinal means generic.)
 TemPeRanCe InClInes us to use our bodily 
instincts and appetites as God intended. How does God 
intend that we use them? Turn again to the Sermon on the 
Mount, which is a summary of the moral side of Christian 
living. John Paul II has led us through it in great detail in 
this Theology of the Body.
 Freedom in our own day has been reduced to “choice.” 
Choice in our society has become nothing less than the 
right to do as we please as long as it does not affect others. 
In that sense, choice is nothing more than yielding to the 
desires of the flesh, as St. Paul would put it.
 In our secular society, choice has become the fundamen-
tal human right and is use to attain personal fulfillment has 
become the primary value. Choice trumps every other right, 
if we read some of the Supreme Court decisions correctly. 
As applied to the abortion issue, those on the side of life 
might object that abortion does not affect others, namely 
the unborn. The pro-abortion/pro-choicer would respond 
(quick to quote from Roe vs. Wade) that the unborn have 
no rights and, for all practical purposes are not human be-
ings.
 Black can become white and white can become black 
by the simple expedient of having the courts come up with 
new definitions.

Bishop Sheldon

“Choice in our society has become nothing 
less than the right to do as we please as 

long as it does not affect others.”

Give’em Heck
By Father Jonas A. Shell

 One of the more disagreeable doctrines of the church 
is the reality of eternal damnation. It is obviously scary 
to think that one’s immortal soul can be forever separated 
from the vision of God and subject to what the Scriptures 
call the fires of hell. The place where there is wailing, 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. The place where the 
worm does not die. The place where the devil and his 
fallen angels dwell in opposition to God and his holy 
ones. No one should want to go there. And, why would 
God consign anyone to this literally God-forsaken place?  
Many Catholics and non-Catholics cannot comprehend 

nor want to believe in this place until you speak of Hitler 
or someone else they may know who has done something 
that seems so hideous and deserving of punishment that 
they then think for certain that the wicked person must be 
consigned to that God-forsaken place. For each person 
personally and for their loved ones, the reality of hell is so 
disagreeable that we’d rather it not be true, but for those 
we may despise because of their actions in life, it seems a 
just reward.
 Whether it be agreeable to us or not, it is a doctrine of the 
church that must be believed. It is a subject that is strongly 
asserted in the later books of the Old Testament such as 
Daniel, Isaiah, Judith and Wisdom. It is a subject to which 
Our Lord turns to in the Gospels quite often with vivid and 
frightening language. It is found in the writings of Sts. Pe-
ter, Paul and John. This is to say that it is clearly the teach-
ing of divine revelation. It is threatening and scary, but it is 
meant to awaken us to the horrible reality that we can freely 
choose by our actions to separate ourselves from the love of 
God in an irrevocable manner. The first paragraph on hell in 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church says the following: 
“We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose 
to love him. But, we cannot love God if we sin gravely 
against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: ‘He 
who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates 

Father Shell To Page 8
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Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 
 “When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He 
began to teach them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven’” (Mt 5:1-3).

 Both the holy Gospel according to Matthew and the holy 
Gospel according to Luke provide us with Jesus’ discourse 
on the Beatitudes. For our purposes, we can prayerfully be 
attentive to Jesus’ words in the Gospel according to Mat-
thew beginning with the first beatitude of “blessed are the 
poor in spirit.”
 For seven years beginning in 2013, I had the privilege 
to engage in a sacred Q&A with our younger brothers and 
sisters, K through 12. Subsequently, a book was published 
and I am grateful to say most of the questions had been pub-
lished in that book. Also, most of the questions I received 
were published in our diocesan paper, The Steubenville 
Register as well. Unfortunately, some questions could 
not be published. Through permission by the parents, we 
would publish the name of the inquisitive child as well 
as the town from which they came. One of the questions 
I received was: “Why is Mass so long?” For many of us 
when we were young, Mass probably appeared too long.  
I certainly did not want to indict the pastor or pastors in 
the area in which that child lived by informing them that 
their Mass celebrations were perceived as too long by 
this young person. Still, we do need to evaluate our Mass 
celebrations from time to time to recognize, are we faith-
ful to the liturgical teachings of the church, thereby also 
making certain we find every avenue for which the Mass 
participant can encounter Our Lord Jesus Christ.
 It has been said by the late Pope Benedict XVI referring 
to St. Paul in the holy Gospel according to St. John that the 
Beatitudes provide us with the very meaning of Christian 
discipleship, for they provide us with concrete descriptions 
of service to God. Furthermore, Pope Benedict reminded 
us that “the Beatitudes present a sort of veiled interior bi-
ography of Jesus, a kind of portrait of his figure” (“Jesus of 

Bishop Monforton

Nazareth,” Page 74).  Yes, the very invitation to Christian 
discipleship is to imitate Jesus Christ himself interiorly and 
exteriorly.  Jesus never said that discipleship was going to 
be an easy path! However, there is no other way to share 
“thy kingdom come, thy will be done” with others than 
for us first of all to encounter Jesus Christ himself.
 In the first beatitude, Jesus informs us how “blessed 
are the poor in spirit.” Is it said that in giving we receive?  
Yes, in giving we also take a risk. St. Gregory of Nyssa, a 
fourth-century bishop, was an ardent defender of the truth 
of the Holy Trinity and that Jesus is both God and man. 
In fact, these beliefs that got him exiled in the Christian 
Roman Empire, (for a group denying the full divinity of 
Christ had the emperors’ ear at that time), taught that the 
quality of our holiness is not demonstrated so much by 
what we say, but what we do in life. Namely, going to 
church and participating in daily prayer is not enough. It 
is a good beginning but is not nearly enough.
 Perhaps we should ask ourselves how do we mold our 
lives after the words of the Lord in this beatitude, how are 
you and I poor in spirit, meek or even transparent enough 
to share the Light of the World?
 We live in an era that can promote false utopian dreams.  
What do we mean by false utopian dreams? These are the 
false presumptions, even arrogance, that redemption can 
be achieved through application of our own human and 
technical knowledge thus solving all of society’s problems.  
It is a belief that we do not need God, or we have made 
ourselves gods. For those of us familiar with the Star Wars 
and Star Trek sagas, these movies, television and streaming 
series provide further stories that our hunger for advanced 
technology will not solve the fundamental human chal-
lenges that lie within us.
 Our role as Christians is to recommit ourselves to faith 
in God’s saving action to let go. Reason compliments faith 
just as we need God to sustain hope and that first essential 
setting for learning hope is prayer, for we can always talk 
to God. Yes, blessed are the poor in spirit recognizes that 
when the day is done, we are never totally self-sufficient. 
Our inheritance is Jesus Christ. To be poor in spirit means 
that we are waiting, that in the absence of Jesus Christ we 

are incomplete.  
 To put it another way: Jesus has saved us. He has 
redeemed the world, but we still remain in an advent 
(surprisingly for me to say since we have just celebrated 
both seasons of Advent and Christmas) awaiting for our 
history to come to fulfillment. In the meantime, Jesus 
Christ walks our pilgrim road with us. In fact, he leads us 
along the way and we are called to be attentive to listen to 
him especially in his words in the Sermon of the Mount. 
Again, perhaps we should ask ourselves, at the end of 
the day do you and I give thanks to the Lord who has 
showered upon us both joys and challenges, or through 
the temptations of this world, have we been poisoned by 
a spirit of entitlement?  
 Finally, St. Francis de Sales provides us with a telling 
perspective on how we may embrace and embody the 
first beatitude: He who stays not in his littleness loses his 
greatness.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe.

Revisiting the Spiritual Warfare
By Bishop Robert Barron

 In the sixth chapter of St. Mark’s Gospel, we find the 
account of Jesus sending out the Twelve, two by two, on 
mission. The first thing he gave them, Mark tells us, was 
“authority over unclean spirits.” And the first pastoral act 
that they performed was to “drive out many demons.” 
When I was coming of age in the ‘60s and ‘70s, it was 
common, even in seminaries, to dismiss such talk as primi-
tive superstition – or perhaps to modernize it and make 
it a literary device, using symbolic language evocative 
of the struggle with evil in the abstract. But, the problem 
with that approach is that it just does not do justice to 
the Bible. The biblical authors knew all about “evil” in 
both its personal and institutional expressions, but they 

also knew about a level of spiritual dysfunction that lies 
underneath both of those more ordinary dimensions. They 
knew about the world of fallen or morally compromised 
spirits. Jesus indeed battled sin in individual hearts as well 
as the sin that dwelt in institutional structures, but he also 
struggled with a dark power more fundamental and more 
dangerous than those. 
 What, or better, who is this threatening spiritual force? 
It is a devil, a fallen or morally compromised angel. 
Imagine a truly wicked person who is also very smart, 
very talented and very enterprising. Now raise that person 
to a far higher pitch of ontological perfection, and you 
will have some idea of what a devil is like. Very rarely, 
devils intervene in human affairs in vividly frightening 
and dramatic ways. But typically, devils act more indi-
rectly and clandestinely, through temptation, influence 
and suggestion. One of the most terrifying religious 
paintings in the world is in the Cathedral of Orvieto in 
Italy. It is a depiction of the Antichrist by the great early 
renaissance painter Luca Signorelli. The artist shows 
the devil whispering into the ear of the Antichrist, and 
also working his arm through the vesture of his victim in 
such a way that it appears to be the Antichrist’s own arm, 
thereby beautifully symbolizing how the dark power acts 
precisely with us and through us.
 What are his usual effects? We can answer that question 
quite well by examining the names that the Bible gives 
to this figure. He is often called “diabolos” in the Greek 

of the New Testament, a word derived from “dia-balein,” 
to throw apart, to scatter. God is a great gathering force, 
for by his very nature he is love; but the devil’s work is 
to sunder, to set one against the other. Whenever com-
munities, families, nations, churches are divided, we 
sniff out the diabolic. The other great New Testament 
name for the devil is “ho Satanas,” which means “the 
accuser.” Perform a little experiment: gauge how often 
in the course of the day you accuse another person of 
something or find yourself accused. It’s easy enough to 
notice how often dysfunctional families and societies 
finally collapse into an orgy of mutual blaming. That’s 
satanic work. Another great biblical name for the devil is 
“the father of lies.” Because God is Truth, truthfulness – 
about oneself, about others, about the way things really 
are – is the key to smooth human relations. But, how often 
we suffer because of untruth! Perhaps many years ago, 
someone told you a lie about yourself, and you’ve been 
wounded by it ever since. Perhaps you’ve deliberately 
lied about another person and thereby ruined his character 
and reputation. Consider how many wars and genocides 
have been predicated upon pervasive misperceptions and 
fabrications. Finally, the author of the First Letter of John 
refers to the devil as “the murderer from the beginning.” 
God is life and thus the fosterer of human life. The devil 
– like an unhappy person who likes nothing better than to 
spread unhappiness around him – is the enemy of human 

Bishop Barron To Page 8
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Pope’s tribute to predecessor ‘refined and profound,’ says Benedict aide

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, who served as Vatican spokesman under 
Pope Benedict XVI, talks about the funeral and the legacy of Pope Benedict 
during an interview with Catholic News Service at his residence in Rome 
Jan. 5. (CNS photo/Justin McLellan)

Revisiting

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — When the coffin 
containing the remains of Pope Benedict 
XVI was carried into St. Peter’s Square, Je-
suit Father Federico Lombardi was among 
the 3,700 priests who concelebrated the 
funeral Mass Jan. 5.
 “You see much better from there,” down 
in St. Peter’s Square, he told Catholic News 
Service the evening after the funeral. “Up 
on the stage, you are behind all the bishops 
who wear their miters, and it blocks the 
view.”
 As director of the Vatican press office 
for seven years of Pope Benedict’s nearly 
eight-year pontificate, Father Lombardi 
had a front row seat to the major achieve-
ments of the late pope’s pontificate. Since 
2016 he has been president of the board of 
directors of the Joseph Ratzinger-Benedict 
XVI Vatican Foundation, which promotes 
the theology of the late pope.
 While Pope Francis did not explicitly 
mention them in his homily, Father Lom-
bardi said that the pope’s message was a 
“very refined and profound” tribute to his 
predecessor that respected the liturgy of a 
funeral Mass.
 Catholic liturgical rules tell celebrants, 
“careful, the homily is not a eulogy of a 
person, the homily is a comment on the 
Scripture reading,” he said.
 Although Pope Francis only referred 
to Pope Benedict by name once, Father 
Lombardi noted that he directly quoted his 
predecessor three times in the homily.
 “There are attitudes, words and expres-
sions from Pope Benedict that Pope Francis 
takes, and, in a way, makes his own on this 
occasion to talk about (Pope Benedict’s) 
spiritual vision and his service,” he said. 

“It made us pray for Pope Benedict in the 
spirit of Pope Benedict.”
 Many gathered in Rome for the funeral 
were left wanting more explicit recognition 
of the late pope’s life and contributions to 
the church. As his coffin was carried toward 
St. Peter’s Basilica at the end of Mass, 
pilgrims began chanting “Santo subito!” 
(Sainthood now!), a common rallying cry 
after the death of Pope John Paul II in 
2005. Several pilgrims also carried banners 
calling for Pope Benedict to be declared a 
doctor of the church.
 “This display of appreciation, of spiritual 
closeness, gratitude and love seems very 
positive to me right now,” Father Lombardi 

told CNS, “but the tradition of the church is 
to have a certain calm, a certain prudence” 
in advancing causes for canonization.
 Church norms state that the petition to 
open a cause for sainthood can be presented 
only five years after the candidate’s death. 
Pope Benedict waived the waiting period 
in the case of his predecessor and allowed 
for Pope John Paul’s case for beatification 
to be opened only two months after his 
death.
 But, Father Lombardi said, “it’s wise the 
church takes its time.”
 Separately, though, scholars will con-
tinue to analyze the vast theological legacy 
Pope Benedict left behind.

 As president of the foundation that 
promotes the late pope’s theology, Father 
Lombardi defined as “negative” the prac-
tice of ignoring the “complete richness” 
of Pope Benedict’s theology and focusing 
instead on singular elements within it.
 He cited the example of Pope Benedict 
expanding permission for Catholics to 
use the pre-Vatican II celebration of the 
Mass.
 “I never saw him celebrate (Mass) in the 
extraordinary form,” Father Lombardi said. 
“He always celebrated as we all do. So, it’s 
not that he was fixed on that, but he thought 
it could be useful for some people.”
 Pope Benedict’s life work, he said, “per-
sonifies a theology that is dynamic, that 
is not fixed in a single moment and looks 
backward.”
 Pope Francis later determined that for the 
unity of the church, it was best to restrict 
the celebrations of the old rite.
 Father Lombardi also noted that Pope 
Benedict’s decision to resign, making the 
first pope to do so in nearly 600 years, was 
characteristic of his personality “as a man 
who lives his faith very rationally.”
 “The more I think about it, the more I re-
alize that he had to be the first to resign (in 
modern times), because he saw very clearly 
not only the intensity of the mission, but 
also the circumstances and consequences 
of remaining (in office) as an elderly person 
that becomes weak,” he said.
 That decision, along with his contribu-
tions to the Second Vatican Council and its 
subsequent development, will be the late 
pope’s legacy, Father Lombardi said.
 “If someone talks about Pope Benedict 
in 50 or 100 years,” he said, “they will re-
member him as the great pope-theologian, 
and the pope who resigned.”

his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him’ (1 Jn 3:14-15). Our Lord warns us 
that we shall be separated from him if we 
fail to meet the serious needs of the poor 
and the little ones who are his brethren 
(see, Matthew, Chapter 25, Verses 31-46). 
To die in mortal sin without repenting 
and accepting God’s merciful love means 
remaining separated from him for ever by 
our own free choice. This state of definitive 
self-exclusion from communion with God 
and the blessed is called ‘hell’” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, Paragraph 1033). 
Being consigned to hell is not something 
Our Lord wishes for any of us, but human 
freedom allows for us to make the radical 
choice to be separated from God by our 

Give’em Heck
From Page 6 actions. Even amidst the bad decisions we 

make, the Lord gives us hope up until the 
last hour of life as is exemplified by Jesus’ 
interactions with the “good thief” on the 
cross. And, as the catechism says, “for 
this (to go to hell), a willful turning away 
from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and 
persistence in it until the end” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, Paragraph 1037).  
Hell is not God’s desire for us, but it is 
a radical choice that any of us can make 
by denying the Lord access to our hearts.  
Considering this radical choice we can all 
make, it is important to warn others of the 
possibility, but we must also beware not to 
take upon ourselves the yoke of the eternal 
judge. We can judge another’s actions to 
be a grave moral offense, but we are not 
the omnipotent judge that determines 

someone’s eternal outcome. “There is but 
one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to 
save and destroy. But, who are you that you 
judge your neighbor?” (Jas 4:12).  
 Hell is not the full Gospel message, nor 
the end to which we are called, but it is an 
important warning to each of us. The fear 
of damnation can be salvific, but it is not 
the fullness to which Our Lord calls us.  
“Perfect love drives out all fear” (see, 1 
John, Chapter 4, Verse 18). This doubly 
motivating aspect is noted every time we 
say our act of contrition. We are sorry 
for our sins because we “fear the loss of 
heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all 
because they offend you my God, who are 
deserving of all my love.” The possibility of 
salvation out of fear actually demonstrates 
God’s goodness towards us. When we sin, 

we are always making ourselves the center 
of the universe, a place that is proper to 
God alone. To do something for the sake 
of avoiding suffering is not a pure and 
perfect motivation, but the Lord does not 
ask us to be pure and perfect before he 
loves and helps us. He allows our fearful 
selfish motivations to lead us toward him. 
We should certainly have a greater focus 
on the reality of God’s love, but even the 
reality of hell must be made known for 
mercy’s sake. So every so often, it’s a good 
thing to give’em heck.

 Father shell is a Diocese of steubenville 
priest and the pastor of our lady of 
mercy Parish, Carrollton, and st. mary 
of the Immaculate Conception Parish, 
morges.

flourishing, the killer of life. Does anyone 
really think that the massive slaughters 
that took place in the 20th century – the 
piling up of tens of millions of corpses 
– can be adequately explained through 
political or psychological categories? 
 An extraordinarily important aspect 
of the good news of Christianity is that 
Jesus, through his death and resurrection, 
has won victory over these dark forces. 
St. Paul said that we battle, not simply 

flesh and blood, but spiritual powers and 
principalities. But then he reminded us 
that nothing – neither height nor depth, 
nor any other power – could finally 
separate us from the love of Christ. Jesus 
has entrusted to his church the means 
to apply this victory, the weapons, if 
you will, to win the spiritual warfare. 
These are the sacraments (especially the 
Eucharist and confession), the Mass, the 
Bible, personal prayer, the rosary, etc. One 
of the tragedies of our time is that so many 

From Page 7 Catholics have dropped those weapons. 
Allow me to focus a bit more attention on 
confession by switching from a military 
to a medical analogy. An open wound – 
untreated and un-bandaged – will rapidly 
become infected by germs and bacteria. 
Think of a pattern of serious sin as a sort 
of open wound in the spiritual order. 
Untreated, which is to say, unconfessed, 
it becomes a point of entry for less than 
savory spiritual powers. 
 Jesus sent out the Twelve to battle dark 

spirits. He still empowers his church to 
do the same. Don’t be reluctant to use the 
weapons – and the healing balms – that he 
has given.

 Bishop Barron is the bishop of Winona-
Rochester, minnesota. He is the founder 
of Word on Fire Catholic ministries, 
headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
a nonprofit global media apostolate, 
additional information is available at 
www.wordonfire.org.
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Faith involves questioning, risks, adoring Jesus, pope says on Epiphany
By Carol Glatz

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY — Faith is a journey inspired by rest-
less questioning, fraught with risk, powered by persever-
ance in prayer and charity, and culminating in the awe, 
wonder and worship of the Lord, Pope Francis said.
 “Let us worship God, not ourselves; let us worship God 
and not the false idols that seduce by the allure of prestige 
and power, with the fascination of fake news; let us love 
God and not bow down before passing things and evil 
thoughts, seductive yet hollow and empty,” the pope said 
Jan. 6, the Feast of the Epiphany.
 At the beginning of the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of the Dicastery for Evange-
lization, who was the main celebrant at the altar, blessed 
with incense the statue of the baby Jesus that had been 
placed in front of the main altar on Christmas Eve. After 
the Mass, Pope Francis was taken in his wheelchair to kiss 
the Christ child.
 “Like a rising star,” the pope said in his homily, “Jesus 
comes to enlighten all peoples and to brighten the nights 
of humanity.”
 Today’s faithful are called, like the Magi from the East, 
to set out on a journey to discover the Christ child, he said.
	 The	Magi’s	experience	shows	that	the	first	“place”	where	
Jesus loves to be sought is in restless questioning, he said. 
Faith is a gift from God whose grace “helps us to shake 
off	our	apathy	and	opens	our	minds	to	ask	the	important	
questions in life.”
	 However,	 he	 said,	 the	world	 is	filled	with	 dangerous	
“tranquilizers of the soul” that sedate the restlessness and 
suppress the urge to ask questions; those tranquilizers 

include new products to consume, “empty promises of 
pleasure and nonstop media controversies, the idolatry of 
fitness.	Everything	seems	to	tell	us:	Don’t	overthink	things;	
let go and enjoy life!”
 The journey of faith begins, he said, “when we are dis-
satisfied	with	our	daily	routine	and	take	seriously	the	chal-
lenges of each new day. When we step out of our comfort 
zone and decide to confront the uncomfortable aspects 
of	life:	our	relationships	with	others,	unexpected	events,	
projects needing to be undertaken, dreams to be realized, 
fears	to	be	faced,	physical	and	mental	sufferings.”
 Many questions can lead people to seek the Lord, he said, 
such	as,	where	does	one	find	real	happiness,	the	fullness	
of life or enduring love? And “what hidden opportunities 
are	present	in	the	midst	of	my	crises	and	my	sufferings?”
 After the restless questioning, the pope said, the second 
place to encounter the Lord is “in the risk of journeying” 
and seeking “the face of God and the beauty of his word.”
 “Without a continuous journey in constant dialogue with 
the Lord, without attentive listening to his word, without 
perseverance, faith cannot grow,” he said. “We need to 
become disciples, following Jesus and his Gospel, bringing 
everything to him in prayer, seeking him in the events of 
our daily lives and in the faces of our brothers and sisters.”
	 Pope	Francis	said	the	faithful	must	ask:	“Jesus,	who	are	
you for me? Where are you calling me to go, and what are 
you asking of my life? What decisions are you inviting me 
to make for the sake of others?”
 Finally, he said, the third place to encounter the Lord is 
in the wonder of worship.
	 “This	is	what	really	matters:	our	restlessness,	our	ques-
tioning, our spiritual journeys and the practice of our faith 

must all converge in worship of the Lord,” he said.
 “The purpose of everything is not to achieve a personal 
goal or to receive glory for ourselves, but to encounter 
God,” he said. The purpose is “to let ourselves be envel-
oped by his love, which is the basis of our hope, which 
sets us free from evil, opens our hearts to love others, and 
makes us a people capable of building a more just and 
fraternal world.”
 Learn to stand before God and not ask for anything, he 
said, “but simply to halt in silence and abandon ourselves 
to his love, letting him take us by the hand and restoring 
us by his mercy.”
 After the Mass, Pope Francis greeted some 60,000 people, 
who gathered in St. Peter’s Square for his midday recita-
tion of the Angelus after watching a traditional Epiphany 
parade.	Marching	bands,	flag	twirlers	and	people	in	Renais-
sance costumes paraded up the main boulevard leading to 
the square ahead of the Three Kings on horseback and the 
“Befana,” or Epiphany witch, riding in a pink convertible.
 The Magi not only brought gifts to Jesus, they received 
God’s gifts as well, the pope said in his address.
 They received the gift of the call “to go beyond” and 
not	be	satisfied	with	the	status	quo,	the	gift	of	discernment	
and knowing how to distinguish “between the goal of their 
journey	and	the	temptations	they	find	on	the	way,”	and	the	
gift of surprise, experiencing their encounter with the Lord 
“with amazement, adoring him,” he said.
 People are normally “inclined to seek greatness, but it 
is	a	gift	to	know	how	to	truly	find	it	–	to	know	how	to	find	
greatness in the littleness that God loves. For the Lord is 
encountered	like	this:	in	humility,	in	silence,	in	adoration,	
in the smallest and in the poor,” Pope Francis said.

Pope Francis baptizes babies, urges parents to teach them to pray
By Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY  — Telling parents and godparents to 
teach their little ones to pray from the time they are small, 
Pope Francis baptized 13 babies in the Sistine Chapel as 
their	older	brothers	and	sisters	looked	on	–	or	got	away	
and ran around.
 With his knee apparently improving, Pope Francis 
walked with a cane from his seat to a lectern to give his 
homily	standing	–	something	he	has	not	done	at	a	public	
Mass	for	months	–	and	rolled	up	his	sleeves	and	stood	at	
the font as he poured water over the heads of the infants, 
children of Vatican employees.
 The annual baptism Mass in the Sistine Chapel is cel-
ebrated on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which the 
Vatican and Italy celebrated Jan. 8 this year.
 Pope Francis began his homily by thanking the parents 
for deciding to have their children baptized and asking 
them to remind the children throughout their lives of the 
date of their baptism since “it is like a birthday because 
baptism is a rebirth to the Christian life.”
 “May they remember and thank God for this grace of 
having become Christians,” he said.
 Baptism is the beginning of a journey, he said, and it 
is up to parents and godparents to support the children as 
they take their steps along the way.
	 The	first	task,	he	said,	is	to	teach	the	children	to	pray	
from the time they are very small, starting with showing 
them how to make the sign of the cross and how hold their 
hands in prayer.
 “Prayer will be what gives them strength throughout 
their	lives	–	in	good	times	to	thank	God	and	in	the	difficult	
times	to	find	strength,”	the	pope	said.	“It’s	the	first	thing	
you	must	teach:	how	to	pray.”
 They also should teach children to pray to Mary, who 
“is the mother, our mother,” the pope said. “They say 
that when someone is mad at the Lord or has distanced 
himself from him, Mary is always nearby to show the path 
to return.”
 As he does every year, Pope Francis also reassured the 
parents, telling them not to worry if the babies cry during 
Mass or need to be fed or fuss because they are too hot or 
too cold. “Make them comfortable; everyone should be 
comfortable,” he said.

 Later, reciting the Angelus at midday with visitors in 
St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis focused on the meaning 
of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, and he quoted the 
late Pope Benedict XVI in doing so.
 In his homily on the feast day in 2008, Pope Francis 
said,	“Benedict	XVI	affirmed	that	‘God	desired	to	save	us	
by going to the bottom of this abyss himself so that every 
person, even those who have fallen so low that they can no 
longer	perceive	heaven,	may	find	God’s	hand	to	cling	to	
and rise from the darkness to see again the light for which 
he or she was made.’”
 Pope Francis told the crowd in the square, “The Lord 
is always there, not ready to punish us, but with his hand 
outstretched to help us rise up.”
 Too often, the pope said, people think that God 

administers	justice	like	human	beings	do:	“those	who	do	
wrong pay, and in this way compensate for the wrong they 
have done.”
 But, he said, “God’s justice, as the Scripture teaches, is 
much	greater:	it	does	not	have	as	its	end	the	condemnation	
of the guilty, but their salvation and rebirth, making them 
righteous.”
 God’s justice, he said, “comes from love, from the depths 
of compassion and mercy that are the very heart of God, 
the father who is moved when we are oppressed by evil 
and fall under the weight of sins and fragility.”
 Jesus came into the world “to take on his own shoulders 
the sin of the world and to descend into the waters of the 
abyss, death, so as to rescue us from drowning,” the pope 
said.

Pope Francis baptizes one of 13 babies during a Mass celebrating the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Jan. 8. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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Up and down the diocese

 WASHINGTON — Parishes in the Dio-
cese of Steubenville and across the United 
States will hold the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ annual Collection for 
the Church in Latin America at Masses, 
Jan. 21-22.
 “The Collection for the Church in Latin 
America	is	about	changing	lives	–	some-
times	saving	lives	–	and	bringing	people	
to Jesus. Your gift, no matter how large or 
small, will join with those of other Catho-
lics to make a multimillion-dollar impact 

USCCB’s Collection for the Church in Latin America is set for Jan. 21-22
in places where people are praying for 
miracles,” said Bishop Octavio Cisneros, 
auxiliary bishop emeritus of Brooklyn 
and chairman of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee on the 
Church in Latin America.
 Bishop Cisneros, who came to the United 
States as an unaccompanied teenage refu-
gee after the communist takeover of Cuba, 
said:	“I	know	what	it	is	to	leave	behind	ev-
erything and everyone but Christ. You hold 
tight to God and to Our Lady for strength 

and hope, praying continually. Such are the 
prayers of those who survive disasters or 
seek faith in the face of crushing poverty 
or political oppression. Your gifts to the 
Collection for the Church in Latin America 
are the answers to many such prayers.”
 In 2021, this collection provided 281 
grants totaling more than $6.1 million for 
ministry, evangelization, vocations work, 
seminary training and to help churches 
recover from natural disasters. Nearly 
50% was used for evangelization, faith 

formation, social ministry, and pastoral 
work. The next largest portion, totaling 
29%, was for disaster response, followed 
by vocations and preparation for the 
priesthood or religious life at 20%.
 Most U.S. dioceses will take the Collec-
tion for the Church in Latin America on 
the weekend of Jan. 21-22, though some 
choose	a	different	date.		
 For additional information about the col-
lection, visit www.usccb.org/committees/
church-latin-america.

Knights of Columbus Council 478, Marietta, recognizes Betsy Lang 
as the “Lady of the Year” for 2022 at the council’s “Lady’s Apprecia-
tion” dinner, Dec. 20. Lang was presented an engraved plaque with 
the prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Pictured with Lang are, from left, 
Al Lang, Betsy’s brother and faith director; Grand Knight Pete Saliba; 
and Vince Stollar, community activities director. (Photo provided)

K of C presents ‘Lady of the Year’

Around and About
 Bloomingdale — A “Duc in Altum 
Youth	Retreat”	 for	 high	 school	 students	
(ages 15-18) will take place Feb. 17-19 at 
Catholic Familyland, Apostolate for Fam-
ily	Consecration,	 3375	 Jefferson	County	
Road	36.	For	additional	information	or	to	
register, visit www.afc.org.
 Churchtown — Knights of Columbus 
Council 4617 will sponsor a free throw 
competition Jan. 23 at the Knights hall 
gymnasium,	17472	Ohio	Route	676.	The	
competition will be open to boys and girls 
ages 9-14 as of Jan. 1. Sign-ups will be 
held at noon; the event begins at 1 p.m. A 

parent or guardian will need to be present 
to sign up their child (participants do not 
have to be a member’s child). Entry will 
be free. For additional information, contact 
Ian Alexander at (740) 525-4898.
 Knights of Columbus Council 4617 
will hold a winter cash drawing Feb. 12 at 
their	hall,	17472	Ohio	Route	676.	Tickets	
cost $50 each. Tickets include cocktails 
from	5-6	p.m.;	dinner	 from	6-7:30	p.m.;	
and a band performance from 9-midnight. 
The grand prize is $4,000. For additional 
information or to purchase a ticket, contact 
Dean Brooker (740) 629-4884.

 Churchtown — St. John Central School 
will hold a sub sale Feb. 11 and Feb. 12. 
Cost is $4.75 each. For additional informa-
tion or to preorder a sandwich, telephone 
the	 school	 office	 at	 (740)	 896-2697.	All	
proceeds	 from	 the	 sale	will	 benefit	 the	
school’s	field	trips.	
 Marietta — A pre-Cana session for 
couples planning to be married within the 
next year will take place at the Basilica of 
St. Mary of the Assumption, March 11. The 

session is a requirement for marriage in the 
Diocese of Steubenville. For additional 
information,	telephone	the	parish	office	at	
(740) 373-3643.
 St. Clairsville —  A marriage preparation 
seminar will take place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
March 4, at St. Mary Church. Couples 
preparing for marriage will receive a 
certificate	after	completion.	For	additional	
information,	telephone	the	parish	office	at	
(740) 695-9993.

K of C gives to Catholic Charities

Baci Carpico, past state deputy, Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus, 
and member of the Ohio Charity Foundation, far right, presents a $500 check 
to Rose Hawkinberry, executive director, Catholic Charities of Southeastern 
Ohio and diocesan director of Social Concerns, center, and Leah Perdue, 
social services coordinator, far left. The contribution is part of the Knights’ 
annual donations to the six Ohio dioceses. (Photo by Orsatti)

Knights of Columbus donates to
Christian Formation and Schools

Bob Byers, immediate past state deputy, Ohio State Council Knights 
of Columbus, presents $2,793.19 to Bobette Huzovic, coordinator of 
catechesis and youth and young adult ministries, Diocese of Steu-
benville Office of Christian Formation and Schools. The donation will 
be used for catechetical resources. (Photo provided)
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Obituaries
 Krystyna Distasio, 73, Steubenville, 
Holy Family, Nov. 29.
 Margaret R. Fodor, 94, St. Frances 
Cabrini, Colerain, Jan. 5.
 Robert Gundrum, 87, Our Lady of 
Mercy, Carrollton, Jan. 2.
 Patricia Jeskey, 83, St. Frances Cabrini, 
Colerain, Dec. 12.
 Marie Krukowski, 96, Steubenville, 
Holy Family, Nov. 29.
 John R. Krupinski, 84, Tiltonsville, St. 
Casimir, Adena, Jan. 10.
 Linda Ray Marie Lancia ,  84, 
Steubenville, Holy Family, Dec. 21.
 John W. “Bill” Milewski, 84, Blessed 
Sacrament, Wintersville, Dec. 24.
 Mark H. Nehrbas, 71, Steubenville, 

Holy Family, Jan. 16.
 Thomas E. Owings, 72, Flushing/St. 
Clairsville, St. Mary, St. Clairsville, Dec. 
16.
 Irene C. Rozsa, 96, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Wintersville, Nov. 27.
 Adam Scurti, 83, Blessed Sacrament, 
Wintersville, Dec. 30.
	 Marilyn	Shaffer, 90, East Sparta, Ohio, 
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, 
Morges, Dec. 29.
 Michael D. Smith, 73, St. Teresa of 
Avila, Cadiz, Jan. 10.
 Kenneth Stehly, 89, Our Lady of Mercy, 
Lowell, Jan. 6.
 Phyllis J. Yochum, 97, St. Clairsville, 
St. Mary, Jan. 2.

Church’s mission is seen in care for the sick, Pope Francis says in message

Pope Francis greets a child as he visits poor, sick people at a center run by 
the CasAmica Onlus organization on the outskirts of Rome in this Dec. 7, 
2018, file photo. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY  — The way individual 
Catholics and their parishes care for the 
sick	offers	a	precise	measure	of	just	how	
much	they	either	are	part	of	or	are	fighting	
the “throwaway culture” that ignores or 
discards	anyone	seen	as	flawed	or	weak,	
Pope Francis said in his message for the 
World Day of the Sick.
 The care of those who are ill shows 
“whether we are truly companions on the 
journey or merely individuals on the same 
path, looking after our own interests and 
leaving	others	to	‘make	do,’”	the	pope	said	
in the message, which was released by the 
Vatican Jan. 10.
 The Catholic Church celebrates the 
world day Feb. 11, the Feast of Our Lady 
of Lourdes.
 “Experiences of bewilderment, sickness 
and weakness are part of the human jour-
ney,” the 86-year-old pope wrote.
 But, he said, the Bible makes clear that 
“far from excluding us from God’s people,” 
those situations of vulnerability “bring us to 
the center of the Lord’s attention, for he is 
our Father and does not want to lose even 
one of his children along the way.”
 Those who profess belief in God, he said, 
should do likewise, placing the sick at the 
center of their attention.
 To illustrate his point, Pope Francis used 
the parable of the good Samaritan, a story 
he often cites to illustrate the importance 
of community and fraternity in contrast to 
cruelty and self-absorption.

 “The fact that the man, beaten and 
robbed, is abandoned on the side of the 
road” in the parable “represents the condi-
tion in which all too many of our brothers 
and sisters are left at a time when they most 
need help,” the pope said.
 In addition, he said, in too many cases 
it is not easy “to distinguish the assaults 
on human life and dignity that arise from 
natural causes from those caused by injus-
tice and violence. In fact, increasing levels 
of inequality and the prevailing interests 
of	the	few	now	affect	every	human	envi-
ronment	to	the	extent	that	it	is	difficult	to	
consider any experience as having solely 
‘natural’	causes.”
 The problem is not only illness, the pope 
said, but also loneliness and the feeling of 

abandonment, both of which “can be over-
come more easily than any other injustice, 
because	–	as	the	parable	tells	us	–	it	only	
takes a moment of our attention, of being 
moved to compassion within us, in order 
to eliminate it.”
 In the parable, he said, “two travelers, 
considered pious and religious, see the 
wounded man, yet fail to stop. The third 
passerby, however, a Samaritan, a scorned 
foreigner, is moved with compassion and 
takes care of that stranger on the road, 
treating him as a brother. In doing so, 
without even thinking about it, he makes 
a	 difference,	 he	makes	 the	world	more	
fraternal.”
 People need the love and support of 
others as they age and especially when they 

are ill, he said.
 Usually, people are not prepared to fall 
sick, he said, and, often, “we fail even to 
admit that we are getting older.”
 “Our vulnerability frightens us, and the 
pervasive	culture	of	efficiency	pushes	us	to	
sweep it under the carpet, leaving no room 
for our human frailty,” he said. And even 
when people do not turn away, sometimes 
those who are sick think they should dis-
tance themselves from loved ones so they 
don’t become “a burden.”
 But, Pope Francis said, “this is how 
loneliness sets in, and we can become 
poisoned by a bitter sense of injustice, as 
if God himself had abandoned us. Indeed, 
we	may	find	it	hard	to	remain	at	peace	with	
the Lord when our relationship with others 
and with ourselves is damaged.”
 If the Catholic Church is truly to be a 
“field	 hospital,”	 the	 pope	 said,	 then	 its	
members must act.
 The church’s mission, he said, “is mani-
fested in acts of care, particularly in the 
historical circumstances of our time. We 
are all fragile and vulnerable, and need that 
compassion which knows how to pause, 
approach, heal and raise up.”
 “The plight of the sick is a call that cuts 
through	indifference	and	slows	the	pace	of	
those who go on their way as if they had no 
sisters and brothers,” Pope Francis insisted.
 Those who are sick, he said, “are at the 
center of God’s people, and the church 
advances together with them as a sign of a 
humanity in which everyone is precious and 
no one should be discarded or left behind.”

Australian Cardinal George Pell
 (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis 
praised the late Australian Cardinal George 
Pell as a faithful servant of God and of the 
Catholic Church, who steadfastly followed 
the Lord even “in the hour of trial” when 
he was jailed for sexual abuse before his 
conviction was overturned by Australia’s 
highest court.
	 Cardinal	Pell	died	 in	Rome	Jan.	10	at	
the	age	of	81	after	suffering	a	heart	attack	
following hip replacement surgery.
 In an interview with Italy’s Mediaset 
broadcast Dec. 18, Pope Francis was 
asked what part of his job he would have 
preferred not having had to deal with, and 
he	responded,	the	Vatican’s	financial	chaos	
and scandals.
 The need for a thorough clean up “was 
clearly seen by Cardinal Pell, who is the 

Cardinal Pell dies at 81; he kept the faith even amid tribulation, pope says
one who started” making progress, the 
pope said, but then he was required to re-
turn to Australia “because of this calumny” 
of being accused of sexual abuse.
 “He was innocent,” Pope Francis said 
in the December interview. “He is a great 
man, and we owe him so much.”
 The pope made the same points in a 
telegram addressed Jan. 11 to Cardinal 
Giovanni	Battista	Re,	dean	of	the	College	
of Cardinals.
	 Offering	his	condolences	also	to	Cardinal	
Pell’s brother and family members, Pope 
Francis said the Australian prelate would 
be remembered for “his consistent and 
committed witness, his dedication to the 
Gospel and the church, and particularly his 
diligent cooperation with the Holy See in its 
recent economic reform, for which he laid the 

foundations with determination and wisdom.”
 He prayed that the cardinal, “who 
without wavering followed his Lord with 
perseverance even in the hour of trial,” 
would be “received into the joy of heaven 
and receive the reward of eternal peace.”
 Australian Archbishop Timothy Costelloe 
of Perth, president of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference, said, “Cardinal Pell’s 
impact on the life of the church in Australia 
and around the world will continue to be felt 
for many years. As we remember him and 
reflect	on	his	legacy,	I	invite	all	Catholics	
and other people of goodwill to join in pray-
ing for Cardinal Pell, a man of deep and 
abiding faith, and for the repose of his soul.”
 Australian Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
of Brisbane, former president of the con-
ference, said, Cardinal Pell “didn’t claim 
to	be	a	saint;	he	knew	he	was	flawed.	But	
he	did	claim	–and	rightly	–	to	be	a	man	of	
faith and a man of the church.”
	 Cardinal	Re	presided	over	the	cardinal’s	
funeral Jan. 14 in St. Peter’s Basilica in the 
Vatican. Pope Francis arrived at the end 
of	the	Mass	to	preside	over	the	final	rite	
of commendation, as he usually does for 
cardinals	who	die	in	Rome.
	 In	his	homily,	Cardinal	Re	described	the	

Australian prelate as often being “a strong-
willed and decisive protagonist” with “a 
strong temperament that, at times, could 
appear harsh.”
 “The last years of his life were marked 
by an unjust and painful condemnation,” 
Cardinal	Re	 said,	 referring	 to	Cardinal	
Pell’s conviction on charges of sexual 
abuse and his 404 days in jail. Cardinal 
Re	 said	 the	 court	 “exonerated	 him	with	
a sentence of full innocence, and he was 
finally	able	to	leave	prison.”
 Cardinal Pell’s trust in God amid such 
suffering,	Cardinal	Re	said,	is	an	example	
of “how to accept even unjust punishments 
with dignity and inner peace.”
 Born June 8, 1941, in Ballarat, Australia, 
he was a star football player in high school 
and college, but left that behind to enter the 
seminary,	 studying	first	 in	Australia	 and	
then	at	the	Pontifical	Urban	University	in	
Rome.	He	was	ordained	to	the	priesthood	
in 1966 at St. Peter’s Basilica.
 St. John Paul II appointed him an 
auxiliary bishop of Melbourne in 1987, 
archbishop of Melbourne in 1996, 
archbishop of Sydney in 2001 and gave 
him the cardinal’s red hat in 2003.
 Soon after his election, Pope Francis 
named Cardinal Pell to his international 
Council of Cardinals to advise him on the 
reform	of	the	Roman	Curia	and,	in	2014,	
Pope Francis named him prefect of the new 
Council for the Economy.
 Cardinal Pell will be buried in St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Sydney Feb. 2.
 His death leaves the College of Cardinals 
with 223 members, 125 of whom are under 
the age of 80 and eligible to vote in a 
conclave.



THE STEUBENVILLE REGISTER  JAN. 20, 202312

A group of pilgrims from Cologne, Germany, attends the funeral of Pope 
Benedict XVI. They traveled 20 hours by bus to St. Peter’s Square. (CNA 
photo/Courtney Mares)

People hold up a sign saying, “Santo Subito” (Sainthood Now) at the end 
of the funeral Mass for Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square. (CNS photo/
Chris Warde-Jones)

The face of Pope Benedict XVI is covered after his body was placed into a 
cypress casket in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Jan. 4. Placing the cloth 
were Msgr. Diego Giovanni Ravelli, Pope Francis’ master of papal liturgical 
ceremonies, and Archbishop Georg Gänswein, private secretary to Pope 
Benedict. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re sprinkles holy water on the casket of Pope 
Benedict XVI during its burial in the crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vati-
can. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re sprinkles holy water on the casket of Pope 
Benedict XVI as Pope Francis looks on during the late pope’s funeral Mass 
in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Jan. 5. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Cardinals process into St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican to concelebrate 
with Pope Francis the funeral Mass of Pope Benedict XVI. (CNS photo/Chris 
Warde-Jones)

At funeral, pope remembers Benedict
From Page 3
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